
North Cook Young Adult Academy (NCYAA) is dedicated to providing a positive, safe and
inclusive learning environment for all students. We serve both the academic and emotional
needs of students in grades 6-12.

NCYAA is a regular education program that follows a comprehensive curriculum similar to the
home school district, with differentiated instruction that is centered around a student’s
individual differences and learning styles. Social-emotional growth is an important aspect of the
program. Class sizes do not exceed 10 students in most cases. 

NCYAA also provides resources and services, such as planning and goal setting, counseling, job
related services, and social-emotional learning, along with individual and group support. We
offer a team approach in our program. There is regular, ongoing communication between
NCYAA staff, parents/guardians, the student and the home school. 

All credits earned by students at NCYAA are transferred to their home school district. More than
80% of students sent to NCYAA successfully transition back to their home school or graduate.

North Cook Young Adult Academy empowers students to develop respect and responsibility for
themselves and their communities. Our goal is for students to become lifelong learners and
active contributors to their community.
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•  Student Interview
•  Clinical Interview
•  Multiple Intelligence Assessment 

(Howard Gardner – Theory of 7 Distinct Intelligences)
•  Thinking Style Inventory (Zenhausern Hemisphericity Profile)
•  Learning Styles Inventory (Bridges Transitions Inc.)
•  Do What You Are (Bridges Transitions Inc. Career Assessment)
•  Woodcock-Johnson Test of Achievement (Academic Assessment)
•  Strengths & Difficulties Questionnaire
•  Drug Test via hair sampling
 

Students are referred to NCYAA for placement from their home school district for a
variety of reasons, often in lieu of school suspension or expulsion. NCYAA is an ideal
solution for students who need an alternative educational experience with extra
resources and support that increase their opportunity for success. Once referred to
NCYAA, our Intake Counselor will set up a meeting to interview the student and
administer a series of assessments to identify his or her strengths and needs.

Intake Assessments include:  

After the assessment process is completed, a second meeting is scheduled as
soon as possible with the student, parent/guardian, home school district and
NCYAA staff to develop the student’s Alternative Educational Plan (AEP). Each
student’s educational program is customized to maximize his or her opportunity
for success. Classes begin as soon as possible after the AEP meeting to avoid
disruption in the education process for the student.
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Referral / Intake Process



Core Subjects
English Language Arts • Math • Science • Social Studies • Physical Education
NCYAA students receive the specified number of hours of focused instruction in core
curriculum subjects as required by the State and home school district, in a differentiated
environment, for their grade level and individual abilities.

Elective Classes
Elective classes supplement the core curriculum and provide a wide variety of other
learning opportunities based on students’ interests or credit requirements. Examples
include Consumer Education, Art, and more.

With Edgenuity, a web-based educational program, students can access classes on their
assigned Chromebook during school hours to earn school credit or credit recovery. This is
especially beneficial for students who are credit-deficient or those who want to
accelerate their pace toward graduation. (edgenuity.com)

CTE at North Cook Young Adult Academy gives high school students the chance to get a
head start on preparing for college and careers. With CTE, students learn how core
school subjects such as math, science, and writing are used in real life. The mission of
CTE is to prepare students for college, advanced skills training, and/or entry into the
working world. CTE is woven into the curriculum. In addition, NCYAA staff can help
students secure and retain jobs in their home community.

Service Learning
Students also have the opportunity to participate in service learning projects that
provide hands-on experiences. Examples may include service with a local food bank, non-
profit or social service organization, nature center, senior center, Feed My Starving
Children, a food pantry, and others. Occasionally, service learning opportunities are
brought on-site to NCYAA for students to engage in directly.

Other Resources
Because we understand the unique needs of adolescents and young adults, NCYAA
strives to meet those needs with additional services, such as goal setting related to
attendance, grades, school credits and behavior, individual and group counseling, and
job-related skills. NCYAA may partner with community youth service organizations for
students who need more intensive support.
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Curriculum & Instruction
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Education: M.A. Learning Disabilities, Northeastern University • B.A. Special Education, Western Michigan University •
Endorsement in Educational Leadership, Aurora University
Experience: Lisa has spent most of her career in Special Education and has been at NCYAA since 2015.

NCYAA is a special place to work becuase it allows staff to be creative  when giving students educational opportunities. I enjoy
building relationships with students and seeing positive change in their lives.

Education: M.A. Special Education, Northeastern IL University • M.A. Educational Leadership, Northeastern IL University • 
B.A. Psychology, Trinity International University
Experience: Jeremy worked for 2 years at New Trier HS in Special Education and 9 years at Grayslake North HS also in Special
Education. Jeremy has been at NCYAA since 2015.

Dedicated NCYAA Staff

LISA FORNWALD, DIRECTOR 
lfornwald@ncisc.org • 847-803-3709

JEREMY PAUL, PRINCIPAL 

There are so many things I love about NCYAA. Building relationships with students and helping them to set and achieve their
goals is #1. I love seeing students make decisions to do things differently so they get a different outcome. Helping them to
"learn the rules of the game" for success, both at school and in life, creates great satisfaction. To make this happen, we
maintain good partnerships with our districts, families and teachers. We all work together on the student's behalf.

Education: M.S.Ed., Teacher Certification, Northern Illinois University • B.S. Biological Sciences, Northern Illinois University
Experience: Catherine has taught Science for 10 years and has been at NCYAA since 2018.

I have always wanted to work with kids who are at-risk. There’s something so heartwarming about giving someone a second
chance. I enjoy an alternative educational setting that gives students opportunities for success. I enjoy finding out a student’s
strength and building up on that. Although I enjoy my time with the students, I love seeing them go back to their home school
and finish out their education with their peers. After they graduate, I want to see them doing something that makes them
happy and successful whether it be working right out of high school, pursuing a college degree, some other training or a trade.

CATHERINE FINN, TEACHER – SCIENCE 
cfinn@ncisc.org • 847-803-3714

NCYAA is such a diverse and close-knit community, and I am so grateful to be able to work with staff that are devoted to
making a difference in the lives of our amazing students. Students are able to thrive in this setting because they can receive a
personalized education, where they are given opportunities suited for their specific needs. My students make my classroom a
fun and rewarding place because they bring unique ideas and skills, allowing them to grow as individuals. This job has truly
enabled me to continue my own learning journey alongside my students'.

Education: B.A. Secondary Education Engish, DePaul University • currently working on ESL endorsement, American College of
Education
Experience: Jackie worked as an ELA tutor at DePaul. She also worked as a teacher at A Mother's Touch Learning Academy.

JACKIE JAMIESON, TEACHER – ENGLISH/LA
jjamieson@ncisc.org • 847-803-3712

CARL HILL, CTE TEACHER

Education: B.A. Communication, Eastern IL University, CTE Credentials
Experience: Prior to NCYAA, Carl was in education for 8 years, with 3 years as a Special Education Teacher at Thornton
Township HS. Mr. HIll is the teacher for Career and Technology Education, which includes, but is not limited to marketing,
business and communications. Carl has been on staff at NCYAA since 2015.
I enjoy working with children! Being able to shape minds and prepare them for the future is fulfilling to me. At times, this can
be a difficult job, but it is definitely the most rewarding. I found out about NCYAA when I was in a transitioning period in my
life. The staff is extremely caring and invested in its students' success. They prepare students to make the best of their
second chances. I feel that this is the place I belong!

chill@ncisc.org • 847-803-3701
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I really believe this opportunity was a blessing in disguise.  I have never worked in a school environment as I come from
Corporate America. The biggest reward is being able to work with the students and their families. I love interacting with
people and feeling like whatever I am doing is making a difference, not only for the workplace but also in the lives of those
with whom I interact, be it staff, students and families.
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ajaramillo@ncisc.org • 847-803-3705

NGOC NGUYEN, TEACHER – MATH 
nnguyen@ncisc.org • 847-803-3709

Education: M.A. Educational Leadership, American College of Education • B.A., DePaul University
Experience: Ngoc worked at a Catholic School as an Assistant Teacher and Substitute. She also tutored at an alternative
school. Ngoc has been on our NCYAA staff since 2007.

It's a very rewarding job working at NCYAA and I get to see the impact that I made on students over the years. I have my art of
building relationships with at risk students who had trouble with authority figures. Yet these students come to my class and
want to learn and respect me as a teacher and that provides great satisfaction to my career.

Education: M.A. School Counseling, Roosevelt University • M.A. Industrial & Organizational Psychology, Adler University • B.S.
Psychology, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Experience: Domini worked at Colorado Technical University as a Student Success Coach and as a Senior Admissions
Counselor at Adler University. Domini has been on staff at NCYAA since 2018.

DOMINI VELISSARIS, INTAKE & REFERRAL/SOCIAL WORKER
dvelissaris@ncisc.org • 847-803-3711

I believe that all students deserve a second chance in their education, and that is just what NCYAA provides. I was drawn to
this school because of its mission and its commitment to student success. We are a tight knit community, and we all share
the goal of helping students to maximize their potential. I truly love our students. They are one of a kind, and they are the
reason I get up and go to work each day.

What attracted and has kept me with NCYAA is that this program provides opportunities for at-risk students, who for one
reason or another, are disconnected from traditional education. Working with students and helping them to realize their inner
potential and being able to offer them a second-chance for success is very rewarding.

ANGELINA POTENZO, TEACHER – SOCIAL STUDIES
apotenzo@ncisc.org • 847-803-3709
Education: M.Ed. Educational Leadership, American College of Education • B.A. History, Dominican University • Type 75
Certification; Middle School Endorsement
Experience: Angelina worked as a Teacher at the Cook County Department of Corrections and as a Training Instructor at the
Cook County Sheriff Training Institute. Angelina has been a Teacher at NCYAA staff since 2003.

AMELIA JARAMILLO, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Education: B.S. Computer Science, Loyola University
Experience: Amelia worked for 9 years at Arthur Andersen in various positions including Database Administrator, Technology
Quality Assurance Analyst and at Computer Associates for 2 years as a Programming Analyst. Plus, she has been a MaryKay
Sales Director for 19 years and counting. Amelia has been on staff at NCYAA since 2017.



How long do most students stay at NCYAA?
Placement at NCYAA can range from 45 days to more than a year. It varies depending on
the student. Return dates are identified at the intake meeting and reviewed semi-
annually, if needed.

Are there tuition and transportation fees?
Tuition and transportation costs are the responsibility of the home school district.

What are the hours of operation at NCYAA?
The school day operates from 8:15 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. Monday through Friday, with holidays
and some other exceptions. A school calendar is available for families to plan
accordingly.

Is free or reduced food service available?
All students receive breakfast and lunch free of charge.

How are students graded at NCYAA?
NCYAA uses the same grading system as the home school district.

Does NCYAA accept all students who are recommended for placement?
NCYAA reserves the right to refuse placement of students. Placement at NCYAA must be
agreed upon by the parent/guardian, student, home school, and NCYAA staff.

Does NCYAA accept students classified as Special Education?
NCYAA is a regular education program. Special Education services are the responsibility
of the home school district.

Can parents or private schools recommend students to NCYAA?
No, recommendation for placement is accepted only from superintendents and/or their
designees of public school districts in north suburban Cook County.

How do students attain credits for graduation?
The home school district will accept all credits earned at NCYAA. The program follows
the curriculum used in the home school, and all courses are aligned to State standards.
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"I just wanted to let all you know that the job you've done at North Cook
Academy has been amazing. I admire and appreciate you more than I could
ever express! Your dedication to your craft is undeniable. The work and effort
you put in to help the kids sent to North Cook Academy is great and has
personally changed my vision of education! I thank you with great depth."

~NCYAA Student

"Thank you for easing the time [my child] spent at your school. It was such a
positive experience for a severely difficult time. I appreciate how  accepting you
and your teachers have been and how helpful everyone was!! Amazing school and
amazing staff!!"

~NCYAA Parent

Success Stories


